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This file constitutes a part of the official records of the 
National Park Service and should not be separated or papers 
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge. 

All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room. 

Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure 
fo observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the 
integrity of the official records. 
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‘WSWORANDUE for the Director. 


q Following is the report of activities for Yellowstone Natienal “ark for 
ebruary 1916. 


“eather Cenditions. Generally uneettied ord stormy weather sexsdi ti: 

"Throughout the park with considerable new snowfall recorded s% sie 

weather stations. 4t the close of the sonth the snow depths reverted from 
VYerious ccints indiented that snowfall for the winter to dete is shout normal. 
Pollowing ie « tabduletion shewing the ecomperative anew depthe, in inches, at 

| end of Yabruary from 1942 through 19461 


136 La Lpiga Ligh 1gi2 


Kechler “iver Fh) “ St. a ie 5* 5.0" Sie a” 
Gallatin S7eU 20.0 15.0 eV 50.9 
Lake 55-0 etjeD BbeV S60 Syed 
Lemar 155 12.5 let $ie5 16.0 
Kortheast sntrence ibe Ziged 18.5 5-0 Sige0 
Qld Faithful iyGe0 BO. iged 73.8 = 508 
Snake River FeV 5h 5500 - 45 20 
Tower Falls 2245 1ye5 1560 SE eV 1608 
Weet Yellowstone lye oO 31,0 500 T600 5960 


The lowest temperature recorded in the par during the conth was at “eet 
Yellowstone wen the thermometer drosped te 2) degrees below sere om Sobruary Ge 
At Weemmoth, there were only ten days during the sonth when the maximum Gempera- 
‘ture rose abows freezing and the lowest temperature recerded was -7 degrees on 
the Sth. 


al activities. ‘Superintendent Hogers was away from the “ark during 
} o MOMen On eesignment in Uenver. om Pebruary 10, he left Denver for 
c iets to Carlebad and Big Bend Bational farks with Sr. werd 4. Groth of the 
State lepartment, returning on the Lith. From the i9th ts the 22nd he was on 
trip to owahe for a meeting with the jiezgionsl Director. 


Assistent Superintendent Johnston was acting Super lutendent during the 

h of Februery. = Fobruary 5, he and 4r. Yohlbremit sttended a meeting of 
‘the Gardiner Commercial Club where the subject of rursi electrification in the 
Yellowstone Vol ley end Town of Gardiner was discussed. <n February 7, with 
Wesers Bauer and fohlbrandt, he went to Livingsten, “ontane, te contact real 
estate and rental agencies to obtain information in connection with the quarters 
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Mre de De Kurts returned to duty os i catmester in the Yellowstone “ark 
| Post Office on Pebruery 1, following his diseharge from the U.S. Huvy. 


fwo National Park Serviee employees returned to thoir old jobs here 
| during February. they were: “erritt &. Johnaton, Sark Ranger, returned on 
February 4, after mving served with the U.5. Const Guard since “ctober 5, 


| 19423 and ‘elter 1. Gawmill, Park Kanger, returned on February 5, after 
_ serving with the U.5. Coast Guard since lctober 13, lye. 


Mies Margaret 4. Bowman wae employed as « “Ad Tslephong Oserater on 
| Yebruary 5. 


1) Mr. Julius 4. irug was nominated by “resident Truaan as Secretary of the 
| interior to sucesed Secretary Ickes who resigned. fis appointment will be 


| The number of individual request for fark literature answered by form 
letter juaped to 360 during "ebruary, while an increasing number of letters 
had to be prepared to anewer questions not covered by our form letter, A 
few requests for large nusbers of folders wore referred to Kegion Two. 


| During Pobrusry letters of inquiry from students and other persons 

| seeking vacation exnployment continued to pour inte the Superintendent's 
Office, and 502 form letters were sent out referring them to the concessioners, 
| while letters from veterans or applicants for ranger or naturalist positions 
‘were anawored by regular letter. The coneessioners report that they are also 
‘receiving a reeerd-breazing number of applications. 


Inspectiona. re Me Re it Rankin, Direotor of State “arks in Montana, was 


| in on ery 2/, for a discussion of his master plen. 
aed a Bae Park smgineer ©ehlbrandt left the Park on 
Fevruary Th = e tri: Mater Battlefield Hational Cemetery, Sevils Tower 


National Monument, Region Two Office, Gmehe, and Rocky Uountain Netional Park 
in connection with the new Reade snd Trails program. fv will return to 
Yellowstone on Warch 6 or 9.- 


Much of the time this month was spent collecting dnta for the building 
@valuation report. There are no active construction projects in Yellowstone 
at this time; however, an allotment has been received for Account 461, Jleetric 
Syeten at Canyon, Peers index ae. U-l0-5. 


; Sonornd naeaoeee e February 5, an article by “r. Joffe and some park 
pictures were 5 @ Casper-Tribune Herald for their annual Syoming 
‘edition. On valaonaie 7, Ore Baner's article on “How Old is Cla Faithful" and 
photographs were sent to #r. Le. Le Yorrin, *ubliclity Mensger for the Northern 
Peoific Railway, St. Paul, Mimmescta. on February 7, pictures were sent to 

the Great Falls tribune for use in connection with the publication of Dr. Uauer's 
article on thermal activity which appeared in Natures Notes. on February 7, two 
plotures and a story on tho buffale reduction prepared by “Yr. Joffe were sent 

to the Director for possible use by the Department's “hoto News Service. During 
‘Pebruary, ir. Joffe also assisted with revision of the first 6, pages of the 


| "Haynes Guide." 


Ia ph Wirnmine. 
Yellowstone®Park, Wyoming 
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| Road Maintenances the firet part of the month was quite stormy with high 
winds making [t necessary to keep the snow plows operating most of the time. 
It was necessary to vse the rotary plew to remove the drifts between Black 
fail Geer Creek end Geode Uresk. The istter cart of the month we had « few 

| warn deys with cold nights wieh reduced the snow plowing but increased the 
sanding operations. 


Snow removal operations were handled by foreman Leate “hite and Heavy 
quipment Operator Armatrong with the oecasional use ef an extra exow plow 
operator from the garage. 
| 
} Funds on hand for road maintenance between “oreh 1 and July 1 sre low, 
especially in view of the expected heavy tourist season shead. 


| Congensionera. re Je be Haynes, “resident, Yeynes, inc., was in on 
Webruary 9 and out on the 10th. ‘ir. “untley Child, dr., wes im on februsry 12 
to discuss the wood supply for lodges and tourist eabins. “re *. 3. Kamuer- 
meyer, Superintendent of Transportation, Yellowstone Park Caspamy, arrived in 
the park on February 25. Ue expects to stert operetions at the Company's 

. garage at Gardiner beginning Merch 1. 
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Schedule of basic rates for taynes, Inc., for the 1Qu6 season was appreved 
on Fobruary 14; for Sryor Stores on January 29; ex for the Yellowstone Park 
Company on February 2l. 


| Museum Activities and Gxhibite. Considerable time wns spent by the Chief 
. Park Naturalist in preparing desor ptions of quarters and sevtings with the 
committee on quarters wher appraisals were made. 
| 


Park Seaturalist Brodrick spent about a week in the darkroom and on the 
picture files, amd also printed ease letterheads and envelopes for the Yellow- 
atone Library and Mucewn Association. 


Research and Observation. Chief fark Gaturnliet Sauer carried om some 
research on the physical character of geyser and hot spring deposits, which 
reveal their wanner of formation and cther conditions at the time the sinter 
was deposited, and also spent about three days on the study of geology of the 
Sierra Nevada. 


Increase or swerease in ireavel. Your hundred fifty-one motor vehioles 
entered the ‘erk during february as compared te 11, for Yebruary 1945, an 
inorease of 335 per cont. Gix thousand four hundred ten motor vehicles have 

entered the fark this travel year as coupered with 1,3 for 19.5, an increase 
ef 292 per cent. 


| One thousand thres hundred eighty-one persons entered the “ark in 

February as against $28 for February 1945, an inerease of 31) per cent. 
Seventeen thousand seven hundred three persone entered the ark thia travel 
yoar, es againat 4,934 for 1945, am inerwase of 258.8 per cent. 


; Yellowstone Park, Wuomins. 
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one SSS Services Petrols were made on skis and siowshoes along the park 
| @8 and to some interior areas during the month. rotection patrols 
were maintained along the north boundary of the perk where areas adjacent to 
the park were open to hunting throughout the moanthe 


Assistent Chief Kanger @. Leon Jvans continued his training at the F.8.i. 
| school in “ashington, D. 0., throughout the month of February. 


Wildlife Activities. GL. ik trapping operations were earried on inter- 
mittentiy at the Vaasoth, Gardiner, end Game Ranch traps until february 19. 
‘fwolve cows were shipped to ©. V. Sarton, of Kliemath Falls, Oregon, and three 
calves (2 female and 1 male) were shipped to A. &. Aidenour «t Mansfield, chic. 
Both shipments were made by the reveiver's trucks. 


| In connection with elk trapping operations, 51 #1k ef varying ages wore 

weighed on the scales at the Gane Ranch trap. From this group, 14 mature bulls 
averaged 665 pounds gach; 9 mature cows aversged 499 pounds each; und @ spike 
bulle averaged 404 pounds each. The 24 calvee which were weighed averaged 256 
ae eache 


tlk hunting conditions slong the north boundary, in “ark County, improved 
considerably during the menth with muameroua email vemis of elk migrating into 
epen hunting territery. At the close of February 27, the totel hunters’ *ill 
was estimated at 2,067 animals. Final figures for the hunters’ killing in conneo- 
| tion with the reduction of the Northern Yellowstone elk herd will not be avail- 
able until efter the middle of Moreh. 


BISON. Pericdic observations have bean made to dsternine the possible 
migration of bison from the Lamar Valley to areas outside the park and to lower 
winter range areas within the park. tc far, there have bewn no indication thet 
| bison are migrating from the Upper Lemar fiver ares to the lower winter range 


; Rangers on patrol fron Memaoth to Lake Hanger Station made an interesting 
 @bservation on February 15, when they discovered 9 dead bison ewught in the lee 
on the Yellowstone Kiver about 5 miles down stream fron Unke Junction. I¢ 
i ‘eppecred that these anizals had attempted to cross the river and had either 
fallen through the ice or wore umable to climb out of the river on the opposite 
dank due to ica conditions and had consequently been trapped and drowned or 


; Forest Fire Trotection. ark rangers spent several days during the month 
in preparing seen area maps end fire weather graphs fur inelusion in the Fire 
| Atlas. Seme work was aleo done on lookout evaluation figures for several 
@xisting lockout stations. A preliminery draft wae made for revision of the 
‘Yellowstene Pork Fire Fighting *lan and Guide and for n orogressive step-up 
plan for fire presuppression personnel. 


Asoidents. Two autauoblile accidents were reported during the month. One 


on the sharp horseshoe bend on the road between Gallatin Ranger ctation 
and “est Yellowstone, were two cars collided head-on. ‘the acoident was not 
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ported to park rangers until after the ccoupants of the vehicles and the 
ars involved had bean removed from the scene of the aceident. Apparently, 
tere were no serious personal injuries and the extent of damage to the two 
hicles we not definitely determined. 


The other aceldent occurred when 6 man from Anaconda, Montana, who had 

m hunting in the Gardiner area started to leave Gardiner late at night and 
fetook the front street in Gardiner, wich rune cast and “est, for the main 
jighway leading out of Gardiner to Livingston. Se drove off the jaet end of the 
strest over an embankment of about 150 feet in height to the brink of the 
@llowstone Kivere The car was badly damaged but the driver was unhurt. 


Wiscellaneous. The regular monthly meeting of the ‘ational Federation 
Fal auployees, Local 465, was held on February 4, at the Canteens 


Gdmund 5. Rogers, 
Superintendent. 
In toxtuplicate. 

e¢: Region Two (in duplicate) 
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